UTTARPARA SPEECH

you stood aside or slept, the work would still be done*
If you were cast aside tomorrow, here are the young
men who will take up your work and do it more
mightily than you have ever done. You have only
got some strength from me to speak a word to this
nation which will help to raise it." This was the next
thing He told me.

Then a thing happened suddenly and in a moment
I was hurried away to the seclusion of a solitary cell.
What happened to me during that period I am not
impelled to say. but only this that day after day, He
showed me His wonders and made me realise the
utter truth of the Hindu reUgion. I had had many
doubts before. I was brought up in England amongst
foreign ideas and an atmosphere entirely foreign.
About many things in Hinduism I had once been
inclined to believe that they were imaginations3 that
there was much of dream in it, much that was delu-
sion and Maya. But now day after day I realised in
the mind, I realised in the heart, I realised in the body
the truths of the Hindu religion. They became living
experiences to me, and things were opened to me which
no material science could explain. When I first
approached Him, it was not entirely in the spirit of the
Bhakta, it was not entirely in the spirit of the JnanL I
came to Him long ago in Baroda some years before the
Swadeshi began and I was drawn into the public field.
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